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For many of us, a hot cup of coffee is a 

regular part of our morning routine. However, 

increasingly consumers are looking for more 

than just a standard ‘cup of joe’. From healthier 

coffee through to hyper-indulgent brews, we 

are seeing an explosion of exciting innovation 

— particularly in the RTD space.

At the same time, there is a growing awareness 

that producing coffee has a sizeable 

environmental impact. As such, coffee brands 

are beginning to get more serious about their 

sustainability credentials.

60% of Gen Z prefer cold RTD coffee to hot coffee (Mintel, 2021).

Flavour innovation in RTD coffees has surged in the last year (Mintel, 2021).

30% of coffee drinkers are interested in purchasing coffee with functional 
benefits such as immune-support, protein fortification, increased focus and 
beauty boosts (Mintel, 2021). 

Cold brew RTD coffee sales grew by 24.2% in 2020 - 2021 (IRI, 2021). 
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Rebbl, Hazelnut Latte Stacked 
Coffee. Cold brew coffee with 
MCT oil, L-Theanine and Reishi - 
said to support immunity, and help 
people destress and re-energise 
(USA, 2021).

Cutting-Edge 
Caffeination

On the Shelves

Kitu Life, Super Coffee Blueberry 
Latte. Vegan RTD with delicious 
fruity flavour, MCT and 200mg 
of caffeine. Also said to be keto-
friendly and gluten-free (USA, 
2021).

La Colombe, Pumpkin Spice Draft 
Latte. With low-sugar, cold brew 
coffee and real pumpkin puree. 
An indulgent seasonal RTD that 
is only produced in Autumn (USA, 
2021).

DaySmith Coffee+, Focus, 
Immunity and Multi Plant-based 
Coffee RTDs. Formulated to 
boost immunity, focus and general 
wellbeing while also providing a 
hit of caffeine (USA, 2021). 



www.hawkinswatts.com

WATTSUP
TREND WATCHOn the Shelves

The cold coffee category has never been stronger. Innovation in flavour is strong, with fruit-flavoured, dessert-inspired 
and seasonal RTDs all gaining popularity. Flavour innovation in this category will be key to pulling in new customers. 
Healthier functional coffee drinks are also coming to the fore, due to our increased preoccupation with health. Protein, 
collagen, Vitamin C, MCT and botanicals are all being added to coffee RTDs, allowing consumers to indulge while also 
adding nutrients to their diet. Consumers are more comfortable experimenting with functional coffee when it is in an RTD 
format, so brands can use RTDs as a sounding board. This ‘healthier’ coffee is still a relatively untapped opportunity, with 
significant room for further innovation in ANZ. However, we do need to remember that fundamentally people drink coffee 
for taste and an energy boost, and added functionality will always be secondary to this. 

Coffee brands also need to start taking sustainability more seriously. In fact, research 
suggests that sustainability issues influence purchasing decisions for 67% of Aussie 
consumers. Consumer concerns around the environmental impact of coffee will 
eventually create a market for lab-grown coffee, although this is still several years 
away.

  Natural Colours and Flavours (including sugar replacement)

  Hydrocolloids and Emulsifiers

  Botanicals, MCT Powder and Collagen

     Instant Coffee Powders

Please contact Hawkins Watts for more information.
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Chameleon, Organic Churro 
Flavoured Cold-Brew Concentrate. 
Bold, spiced coffee concentrate, 
from sustainably sourced and 
organic coffee beans. The 
manufacturer is said to reinvest 
in grower communities to improve 
local outcomes (USA, 2021).

Starbucks, Strawberry 
Condensed Milk Latte. A 
refreshing strabwerry flavoured 
coffee RTD with sweetened 
condensed milk for added 
luxury (Japan, 2021). 

Bulletproof, Dark Chocolate Cold 
Brew Latte with MCT oil and 
grass-fed collagen for glowing 
skin and healthy joints. With only 
6g of carbs and zero sugar, this 
RTD is keto friendly and comes 
in a recyclable can (USA, 2020). 

The Kula Press, Holiday Coffee 
RTDs. These Christmas-themed 
products were available in 
Chestnut Roast, Butterscotch 
Brulee and Peppermint Mocha 
flavours (Philippines, 2020).

Photo via @thekulapress on Instagram
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What is Cascara?

Cascara is the dried skin 
of coffee cherries, and is a by-

product of coffee production. Often 
discarded as useless, it is actually 

rich in antioxidants and caffeine. It’s 
now being ‘upcycled’ into various 

beverages and has strong 
growth potential.


