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Boozy Summer 
Sips
With a summer calendar full of 

outdoor events, easy to drink boozy 

tipples are taking centre stage. 

While classic RTDs remain popular 

new formats such as alcoholic 

kombucha, spiked cold brew coffee 

and ‘hard’ seltzer are piquing the 

interest of consumers. Let’s take 

a look at how this trend is playing 

out...

High alcohol content is so 2019! 
This summer it’s all about innovative 
and low-ABV options — and ‘hard’ 
kombucha, cold brew and seltzer tick 
all the boxes. From hipster start-ups to 
industry icons, everyone is interested in 
these fresh new takes on already well 
loved formats.

Having taken off in the northern 
hemisphere’s summer, industry pundits 
are betting on these being a summer 
staple down south as well.

Alcoholic kombucha sales grew by over 700% between 2017 - 2019 1 

Offbeat, sour or bitter flavours profiles are favoured in new-age RTDs 
- florals and botanicals predominate

Hard seltzer sales saw triple-digit growth in the US & UK this summer

Positioning around health is a key attribute in this category — claims 
of reduced sugar, gluten free, vegan, no preservatives etc
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Kyla Hard Kombucha with 
Coconut, Mint, Yuzu and Sea Salt. 
With just 4.5% alcohol, reduced 
sugar content, live cultures and 
GF/ vegan suitable it is branded 
as ‘better-for-you-booch’ (USA, 
2020).

Brewhaha Hard Brewed 
Kombucha with Pear & Sour 
Cherry. Claims to be ‘rich in 
probiotics’, to have no added 
sugar and contain less than 1 
standard drink (AU, 2020). 

Manly Spirits Cold Brew Coffee 
Liqueur uses Australian native 
botanicals, sea minerals, coffee 
and vodka. Over ice or paired 
with soda it is a ‘bitter-sweet’ 
summer drink (AU, 2020).

White Claw Spiked Seltzer in 
Ruby Grapefruit. With less than 
100 calories per can, only 2g of 
carbs and using natural flavours 
this low alcohol seltzer is a winner 
(USA, 2020).

On the Shelves

1 In the US
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Club Setter Watermelon & 
Strawberry Hard Seltzer is beer 
based, and is described as being 
‘refreshingly low in sugar and full 
of natural fruit flavour’ (NZ, 2020).

La Colombe Hard Cold Brew 
Coffee RTDs use Brazilian coffee 
beans blended with alcohol 
and natural flavours to create a 
smooth and delicious 4.2% ABV 
beverage (USA, 2020). 

Part Time Ranger Brown Kiwi 
Hard Seltzer uses whisky, apple 
juice, lime juice and ginger in 
their all natural, low sugar and low 
alcohol premix (NZ, 2020).

Over the past few years the beer and cider industry has been losing market share to alcoholic 
kombucha, hard seltzer and spiked cold-brew, all of which better appeal to health conscious 
consumers.  

The fresh new combinations outlined in this report align perfectly with the trend towards moderating 
alcohol intake. As well as this, they also play into consumer preferences for lower sugar options. 
Pairing these formats with botanicals, functional claims or front-of-pack low-calorie claims will help 
enhance their health-halo even further.

These formats offer a playful and unique way to indulge with moderation, and are an ideal refreshing 
summer drink. 

Hawkins Watts Offerings

  Natural sweeteners

  Flavours, botanical extracts & taste modulators

  Natural colours & colouring extracts

Please contact Hawkins Watts for more information.

Hawkins Watts Australia
P +61 3 9561 3710
E sales@hawkinswatts.com.au

Hawkins Watts New Zealand
P +64 9 622 2720
E sales@hawkinswatts.com

Bootleg Booch claims to be 
an organic, reduced sugar 
alternative to cider. With 3.5% 
ABV and passionfruit flavouring it 
is a light and refreshing summer 
tipple (AU, 2020).


